Interestingly enough, while the largest city
in New Mexico, Albuquerque, is an honorary
designation named after the Duke of Albur-
querque in Spain, it is the only city in New
Mexico named after Spanish royalty. This was
not a common practice at that time. Today’s
spelling of the name ‘Albuquerque’ is actually
misspelled from the Duke’s name as it had an
extra R in it. This settlement was named by
the Governor Cuervo y Valdes to gain favor
with Don Francisco Fernandez de la Cueva
Enriquez, Duke of Alburquerque, then a resi-
dent in Mexico City. The word Alburquerque

by Jill Lane These early descriptions became permanently originates from the Latin, A/bus Quercus, which
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Like the Native Americans, the Spanish
also assigned descriptive names to many places.
As there were no maps then, the easiest identi-
fier was a descriptive name with reference giv-
en to the geographic setting or usage of area.
Examples of this are: Rio Grande (big river),
Corrales (corrals), and Placitas (little plaza).
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‘-La Bajada Hill,

formerly known as ‘la majada’
means sheep fold or place where
shepherds keep their flocks.

-Cerillos,

descriptive for ‘little hills’.

--Datil,

named after a date, perhaps locally
referring to the fruit of th
plant. '

E Es anola,

means Spamsh woman, possibly re-
ferring to a woman who worked at
a restaurant in this area frequented
by railroad workers.

'Fr oles Ca

named after bean fields

n- Guadas

named after Jesus’ m
oring Nuestra Senora de
There are 44 designa

name in New Mexico.

"—Hidalgo

County,
named after Miguel Hidalgo y
Costilla, often called the George
Washington of Mexico. He led the
1810 revolt that ended wit Mexico’s
independence.

.—Isleta,

means little island. So-named by
the Spanish explorers in 1550 for
the Tewa pueblo, physically located

on an island in the Rio Grande.

-Juan Tabo,

this legendary name has a number
of speculations: named after the
canyon area, Canada de Juan Taboso;
or named for an Indian sheepherd-
er who grazed his flocks in the can-
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yon; or the name of a priest. Still a
mystery as to the name’s real origin.
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‘-Una

Spanish for cat’s claw. [
ferring to the curved tl
Catclaw Acacia plant.

-Kuaua,

an archaeological site (Coronado
State Monument) named after a
Tiwa pueblo, believed to be where
Coronado and his conquistadors
spent the winter of 1540-41.

‘-—Las Cruces,

varying possible name origins. Per-
haps referencing crosses marking
the graves from an Indian mas-
sacre; another explanation is ‘the
crossroads’.
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In Spanish it means
and that is exactly right.
knows why these two places were™
so-named.

Spanish for river, there are 84 dif-
ferent place names with Rio in
New Mexico. Most are descriptive,
like Rio Arriba (upper river) or R
Blanco (white river).
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